Discussions on Reserve Adequacy Assessment on a country-specific basis have been scant in the literature despite its significance. This situation has led to calls for the discussions on reserves holdings and adequacy levels to be more rooted in the country's Article IV consultation report.
Introduction
The amount and composition of foreign exchange reserves have been at the center stage of central banks' management since decades (Roger, 1993; Obstfeld et al., 2010) . However, there is still little agreement on how to assess and estimate the reserves holdings or adequacy levels even though this is an important aspect of a country's external stability assessment (International Monetary Fund, 2015) . The changing patterns of international trade, institutional changes in the economy, and structural shifts in production are all factors which influence the quantity and composition of reserves held by a central bank (Central Bank of Nigeria, 2018) . The need for central banks to always assess and keep at least the minimum amount of reserves is fundamental to their duties as regulators, and a failure in keeping to the minimum reserves required could distort the smoothness of a country's trade when shocks hit the economy. This can also cause frequent instability in a country's currency as well as in other major macroeconomic variables. In today's open market and highly liberalized global financial system, most central banks see the reserves as an alternative for capital control measures (Steiner, 2013) , and their significance as a policy tool, according to Roger (1993) , can only be minimized by a well-developed domestic financial market.
Ghana, like most developing countries, is faced with under-developed and weak financial systems that threaten the successful operation of the credit-view channel of monetary policy (see Banking sector Article IV Consultation Report, 2017, Quartey and Afful-Mensah, 2014 and IMF policy Article IV Consultation Report, 2017; Amissah-Arthur, 2010) . This situation, coupled with the apparent inability of monetary authorities to anchor the exchange rates and to create an environment of stability, has made reserves in Ghana the most viable tool for the central bank's grist of the economy (Roger, 1993) .
The need to research on Ghana's reserve adequacy assessment is fundamental to the stability of the economy, and will also serve to highlight the sovereign risks of the country to the growing segment of investors since the discovery of oil and its commercialization in 2009. The vulnerability of the country to capital flights and trade imbalances is apparent by the large percentage of investment held in the country by foreigners. For example, the IMF article IV Article IV Consultation Report (2013) showed that foreign creditors own one-third of domestic government debts. This is notwithstanding the fact that the country's imports far exceed its export potential. A confluence of adverse developments could therefore severely weaken the balance of payments position of the country.
In this study, we have examined the adequacy of Ghana's reserves holdings in line with the theoretical metrics such as the Import metrics, Reserves to M2 growth metrics and the Greenspan-Guidotti rule metrics. We have also tested whether the depreciation of the cedi is a planned strategy for the building of reserves by the central bank. This objective is against the backdrop in Pina (2015) and Aizenman and Sun (2012) that reserve accumulation by a central bank could be through currency depreciation. Lastly, this research has suggested model specifications for the forecasting of reserves within specify time horizons through decomposition analysis.
The literature on central banks' foreign exchange reserves holdings and adequacy levels have been vast and broadly classified into two groups. The first group of researchers, such as Jeanne and Ranciere (2011) , Victor and Vladimir (2006) , Garcia and Soto, 2004 , Bird and Rajan, 2003 , Calvo and Reinhart (2002 , and Rodrik and Velasco (1999) has matched the reserve adequacy levels with developments in economic variables such as the import levels, broad money (M2), and short-term debts levels. The second group which includes Tule et al. (2015) , Ben-Bassat et al. (1992) , Heller (1966) , Hamada and Ueda (1977) , and Frenkel and Jovanovic (1981) , are concerned with the cost-and-benefit associated with the holding of these reserves in the central banks as pre-requisites for the determination of the reserve adequacy levels. Also, whiles a lot of researchers and IMF policy paper discussions have encouraged country-specific circumstances in determining the level of reserves; other researchers have come out with global or general standards or metrics. This is especially true for the first group of researchers. For example, Triffin (1960) suggests a general reserve holding of 30 percent of broad money or four (4) months of imports. In another development, Wijnholds and Kapteyn (2001) suggest a general threshold of around 10 to 20 percent of broad money, and Greenspan (1999) , and Bussi ere et al. (2015) state a threshold equal to the amount of short-term debts.
There are many other generalized thresholds in the literature on reserve adequacy. However, the majority of these theoretical metrics adopt highly restrictive assumptions that limit the number and type of countries to which such analyses are likely to be reasonably applied. Roger (1993) mentions that most of the theoretical generalization is likely to be best apply to countries that are price takers in the world markets, have fairly unrestrictive current account flow and maintains a reasonably fixed exchange rate regime. The IMF policy paper and Board discussions on reserve adequacy, therefore, have encouraged analyses based on country-specific circumstances by outlining a framework as a guide for the discussions (ARA (2013) cited by International Monetary Fund, 2015). This paper has been designed to examine if reserves build-up by the central bank of Ghana meets the specific metrics of theoretical reserve models such as the reserves to M2 growth metrics and the Greenspan-Guidotti rule metrics. We also determined whether the reserves buildups correctly adjust to economic and policy variables and whether these adjustments are consistent with the predictions of empirical theories and findings. We again examined whether exchange rate depreciations contribute to positive reserves accumulation by the central bank of Ghana.
This research has concluded that the short-run matching of the reserves stock of the central bank of Ghana to the theoretical standard metrics of 20% of broad money and 100% of short-term debts have not been met. Also, the research found a mixed result in the impulse response functions, evident by the adjustments in reserves build-up, to the predictions of empirical theories and findings. Additionally, the test results accepted the long-run test of restriction of exchange rate depreciation on positive reserves build-up of the central bank and rejected the short-run adjustments of the exchange rates on reserves. Furthermore, the decomposition analyses in the research showed that short-run variations in reserves are explained by external forces, whereas the long-run explained variance is through the financial sector and partly by external forces. The research, therefore suggests an econometric specification of reserves beyond three months to specify in the modeling both the financial sector and external sector variables.
This paper was organized into four sections. Section one (1) introduces the research topic and state the significance of the research. Section two (2) is the literature review which contains literature on foreign exchange reserves and the profiling of Ghana's financial system as well as the objectives of the central bank of Ghana. Section three (3) presents the methodology of the research and section four (4) concludes the research findings.
Literature review
As openness, financial integration, and occasional intervention in the foreign exchange market has become an overriding objective for most economies in the world, the need to keep and manage enough reserves to insure against the risk of fluctuations has become an objective for most central banks globally (Obstfeld et al., 2010) . According to Roger (1993) , central banks will need to adapt their reserve stock to cater for the increasing currency convertibility and changes in exchange rate arrangements. However, as discussions in the Assessment of Reserve Adequacy (ARA) (2013) noted, reserves could play different roles in advanced, emerging, and low-income economies. The amount, composition and management of foreign exchange reserves have been, and still is, an essential topic in macro-finance and economics. Many researchers have suggested various motives for the holding of these reserves, but in the survey by ARA (2013), about three-quarters of the respondent countries' authorities viewed precautionary liquidity needs as the critical reason to hold reserves (ARA, 2013 cited by International Monetary Fund, 2015 .
Several factors have influenced the evolution of foreign exchange reserves such as the changing patterns of international trade, institutional changes in the economy, and structural shifts in production (Central Bank of Nigeria, 2018). The fear of capital mobility by some central banks may also influence the amount and composition of foreign exchange, and most central banks may use this approach as a substitute for capital control measures (Steiner, 2013) . However, these factors seem to have a mixed influence on the economies, partly because of the motive of a country for holding reserves, and also partly due to the level of financial sector development and integration. For example, Roger (1993) and Pina (2015) noted that, in an economy where capital markets are well developed, both the private and public sector could easily have access to foreign exchange or contingent borrowings in times of crisis to finance international transactions. This may reduce the central bank's holding of reserves. They further noted that countries with well-developed domestic financial markets would have less need for reserves using reserves for intervention purposes, because of the ability of the markets to self-correct itself in the medium to long term. Furthermore, the production structure of an economy such as a commodity-intensive economy also has its toll on a country's reserve (ARA, 2013) . These situations make the holding of reserves differ for different countries with different circumstances and motives. Pina (2015) working on international reserve growth for 24 developed economies and 154 developing economies between 1970-2009, observed that whiles the reserves of developed nations are shrinking, that of their developing counterparts are increasing. Figure 1 presents these differences in reserves.
We also compared the reserve holdings of Ghana (a developing country), with the reserve holdings of the United States (a developed nation) from 1970-2017 in Figure 2 . These two scenarios defy the conventional logic for holding reserves for precautionary purposes. That is, developed nations are more open to both the goods and the international capital markets and coupled with the enormous volumes of international transactions, are more vulnerable to exposure than the developing countries, and should have kept more reserves by any standard; but that has proven not to be the case. The evidence provided in IMF policy paper and discussions (2015) has done its best in explaining this phenomenon. The situation implies upward movement of capital; that is, a movement of scarce resources from the developing countries to the developed nations. This contributes to the global imbalances problem currently in international finance and economics.
The financial sector reforms in Ghana
Ghana's indirect approach to monetary policy started only in 1992 at the start of the financial sector reforms (Quartey and Afful-Mensah, 2014; Bawumia et al., 2008) . The banking and financial sector was growing, and there was a tremendous expansion in the money supply due to the realization of alternative ways of conducting business or exchanging goods either than the traditional use of M1. The instability in money demand function resulting from the innovations and increasing technology in the financial sector led to the collapse of the monetary aggregate policy (Driscoll et al., 1984) . This made several developing countries, through IMF and World Bank directives, to implement an Economic Reform Program (ERP) which targeted mostly the banking and financial sector. According to Quartey and Afful-Mensah (2014) , Ghana in the indirect control mechanism in 1992, moved from a monetary target to an inflation target after several substitutes for money emerged, . Permission for reuse of Figure Granted . and the monetary target started to fail. As part of the reform programs, Central Banks were to adapt their reserves to counter the adverse effects of the increased money supply. Researching on the relationship between reserves and money supply in an economy, Lane and Burke (2001) found a positive correlation between the two. Yao and Abdul Rashid (2018) , and Obstfeld et al. (2010) also showed the positive relationship between foreign exchange reserves and money supply. Figure 3 shows a plot of reserves growth and money supply in Ghana.
Furthermore, the undervalued exchange rates are linked continuously to the considerable stock of international reserves. In the model, the central bank accumulates international reserves by resorting to inflation. This reduces the value of the domestic currency relative to foreign currencies. This was the view supported by Aizenman and Sun (2012) and Dominguez et al. (2012) .
Additionally, some of the developing economies are generally commodity-intensive economies, and this makes their terms of trade more volatile to shock. Ghana has suffered from a long narrow revenue base because of over-reliance on primary commodities traded in its raw state without further processing (Lolol, 2014) . The ARA (2013 cited by International Monetary Fund, 2015) report mentions that the need for countries' with deepening financial markets should analyze their reserves in two stages. Firstly, on the general metric, and second by the country-specific operational issues. This process is an adjustment to the general metric to provide for the additional risk of being a commodity-intensive economy. The recommendation in International Monetary Fund (2015) is that the reserve holdings of a country should be analyzed in details in its article iv consultation report, by spelling out the general metric and any specific risk to the economy. The additional risks for being a commodity-intensive economy could be because exports and imports are relatively priced inelastic and highly volatile, and therefore higher reserves or other alternatives may be required to smooth the adjustment process. This is because; most commodity-intensive countries will depend on the prices of their exports on the commodity market to build-up their international reserves, and strong terms of trade could help in bringing in foreign assets for this purpose. Figure 4 shows the price elasticity of commodity-intensive economies.
General metrics for measuring reserves
There are several proposed metrics for measuring reserve adequacy of central banks. Whiles most of the metrics depend on economic fundamentals; others depend on optimization principles. Roger (1993) mentions that each metric is particularly suited to solving a specific risk problem, and therefore the selection of a metric must be carefully carried out. Reserves can bring considerable benefits to the country that holds them, but also entails costs as they generally yield lower returns than alternative uses International Monetary Fund (2015). Ghana's official reserves are lower as compared to its sub-Saharan peer group and rule-of-thumb benchmarks (IMF Article IV Consultation Report, 2013). ARA (2013) mentions that the metrics for assessing reserve adequacy is only relevant in less matured economies; described as countries with deepening financial market. However, for developed and matured economies, the need for holding reserves to mitigate against external risk is seen as inconsequential and can be waived (ARA, 2013 cited by International Monetary Fund (2015); Roger, 1993) . The reason cited for this is the ease in foreign exchange access for transactional and non-transactional motives in those countries. Also, countries whose currencies are reserve currencies are said to have little exposure to risk.
The commonly known metrics in literature are import cover, the ratio of reserves to short-term debts, the ratio of reserves to broad money and combination metrics. Each metric has its merits and may be suitable for a particular objective of the government. There are also considerations for selecting a metric or a combination of metrics. For instance, countries with matured financial and banking sector and a liberalized capital account may adopt the ratio of reserves to M2 as a preferred metric. Also, countries with rising short-term external debts may adopt the Greenspan-Guidotti rule of 100 percent cover of short-term debts, and for countries with extensive capital control measures, the import cover is suitable. There are however countries that need two or more metrics to protect different risks in the economy. For example, the expanded Greenspan-Guidotti rule consists of providing cover for short-term debts plus the current account deficit. This is intended to brace the economy for the full potential 12-month financing need. Also, Wijnholds and Kapteyn (2001) used short-term debts and M2 to model debt repayment and capital outflows as motivation for holding reserves.
The IMF Article IV Consultation Report (2017) has bemoaned the lack of adequacy and urgency of Ghana's International reserves stock in mitigating against external risks and exposures. The hypotheses in section 3.1 were therefore formulated to test whether Ghana's reserves stock are in line with any empirical benchmarks, and also to examine the strategy of reserves accumulation by the central bank of Ghana.
Ghana's external exposure and the benefits for holding reserves
The benefits of holding reserves and the motives for keeping them are linked together. These motives are different for each country and each circumstance. Among the reasons cited for holding reserves by International Monetary Fund (2015) are to assure confidence in the national currency; counter disorderly market conditions; support the conduct of monetary policies; build assets for intergenerational purposes or; Figure 3 . Relationship between reserves and money supply in Ghana. Source: Yao and Abdul Rashid (2018). Permission for reused of Figure Granted . influence the exchange rate. There are also costs associated with the holding of these reserves. Therefore, the economic decision for any additional reserve kept should be a comparison of the marginal cost and benefits of keeping the reserves. A country's need for reserves is mostly associated with its degree of openness or exposure to external fluctuations, and Ghana's economy is hugely vulnerable in this regard. The fear and risk of capital flight are becoming increasingly worrying because of the large inflows of capital and goods into the economy. Ghana is seeking to raise $10 billion in foreign direct investment (FDI) alone compared to the $4.91 billion raised in 2017. Ghana is also targeting a rise in FDI between $20 billion and $40 billion within the next six to ten years (Daily Guide Africa, 2016). Though Herzer et al. (2007) do not find any association between economic growth and FDI, the threat inward-FDIs pose to the economic stability of a country is not in dispute. The injection of foreign currency into the economy puts pressure on the value of the domestic currency, and also the possibility of a mass withdrawal of the investments among others are threats for economic stability.
Having an adequate and sufficient reserve buffer can be an effective solution to this looming problem, but the reserves currently held cannot be regarded as sufficient. In an interview with the Deputy-Governor of the Bank of Ghana, he admitted the overstretching of the central bank's forex exchange reserve. Also, he mentions that the nation's imports supersede its export potential (Citi 97.3 FM, 2014) . This compounds the pressure on the central bank's foreign exchange reserves.
According to an IMF Article IV Consultation Report (2017), both FDI and external debts have contributed to a substantial increase in external liabilities from 23% of GDP IN 2006 to 70% of GDP in 2015. Ghana has also accepted reforms to liberalize its capital account by gaining access to the International capital market in 2007. These make Ghana more open to the external world, and therefore distortions to the domestic economy should be expected. The central bank of Ghana is an inflation targeting bank, though it has persistently failed to meet the inflation target bandwidth of 8 AE 2 (Article iv consultative Article IV Consultation Report, 2017, Bawumia et al., 2008; Quartey and Afful-Mensah, 2014) . According to the IMF consultation Article IV Consultation Report, 2017, Ghana's inflation targeting framework has had a mixed performance. This was partly due to fiscal dominance and foreign exchange intervention constantly undermining the transmission of monetary policy (Article iv consultative Article IV Consultation Report, 2017). Assessing how the central bank, therefore, can achieve fiscal and monetary independence in the wake of high macroeconomic instability could be the way forward for the central bank.
Central banks independence and the significance of holding reserves
Discussing the ways through which a central bank can lose its independence, massive capital flights into a country and the integration of an economy into the global financial system can rob a central bank of its command on monetary and fiscal policies (Frenkel, 1976) .
One monetary policy tool that could avert the harmful effects of these factors is the holding of adequate reserves (Obstfeld et al., 2005 , Popper et al., 2011 and Aizenman et al., 2010 .
Steiner (2013) observed that it is impossible to achieve monetary independence in an open economy with a floating exchange regime either de facto or de jure. Having adequate reserves gives leeway for an independent monetary and financial policy despite the theory of classic trilemma (Steiner, 2013 , Aizenman et al., 2010 . Also, accumulating adequate reserves could be a substitute for capital control mechanisms, and can be used to absorb the net effect of capital flight, and also preserve the monetary and fiscal independence of the central bank from vulnerabilities associated to shocks in external factors. Steiner (2013) summarizes the purpose of keeping reserve as reducing the interdependence of an open economy from developments in the rest of the world.
Comparison of Ghana's reserves to empirical standards, benchmarks or metrics
A casual analysis of the data using three empirical benchmarks in literature seems to point at Ghana's preference of targeting domestic shocks rather than external shocks. Ghana's reserve levels for the past two decades are well above the Greenspan rule and the twenty percent M2 benchmarks, which mostly reflects resistance to shocks in the domestic financial system. The plots show that the Central Bank of Ghana wishes to protect against the possibility of not meeting short-term debts as well as brace itself for possible capital flight. This is a combination metric where the central bank combines two general metric (i.e., the Greenspan-Guidotti rule, and the ratio of reserves to M2 rule) to stabilize the economy. This was the approach of Wijnholds and Kapteyn (2001) . Figure 5 and Figure 6 show the plots of Ghana's reserves level to different empirical benchmarks, that is, reserves to import growth metrics and the reserves to short-term debts metric respectively.
Ghana since gaining access to the international capital market in 2007, and the discovery of oil in commercial quantities in 2009, has attracted massive capital inflows into the country (Article iv, consultation Article IV Consultation Report, 2017). Foreign direct investments (FDI) have mainly increased as well, and this has been a growing trend in developing countries compared to developed economies (Antwi et al., 2013) . FDIs and external debts have contributed to a substantial increase in external liabilities from 26% of GDP in 2006 to 70% of GDP in 2015 (Article IV Consultation Report, 2017). Ghana's vulnerability and dependence on external economies are getting worse day by day. These threaten the monetary and fiscal independence of the Central bank. Therefore the need to brace the economy for capital flight has become increasing eminent. The literature has grouped foreign exchange reserves and the purpose of holding them into two orderly classes. The traditional literature on foreign exchange reserves argues that reserves are to correct imbalances in the balance of payment account of economies with fixed exchange rates (Krugman, 1979; Flood and Garber, 1984; Broner, 2008) . In these Papers, the level of reserves determines the duration of an unsustainable exchange rate peg (Pina, 2015) . Recent literature views the holding of reserves as insurance or a precautionary saving against financial crisis (Alfaro and Kanczuk, 2009; Durdu et al., 2009; Jeanne and Ranciere, 2011; Bianchi et al., 2014) . This group of researchers sees the stock of reserves as a buffer to be used to smooth aggregate consumption and avoid volatility in the economy. Greenspan (1999) argue that the level of reserves should be precisely equal to the level of short term debts, and therefore the ratio of reserves to short term debts should be equal to one(1). This is latterly known as the Greenspan rule (see figure 6 ). Figure 7 shows the trend in Ghana's reserve growth similar to other developing nations (Pina, 2015) . This trend is now the order in the economies of most developing and emerging nations which is spearheaded by China's unflinching tendency to accumulate more reserves relative to the developed worlds. This astronomical growth in the reserves of the central bank of Ghana begs the question; 'for what motives are the reserves kept and whether there exists a perpetual and acceptable pattern in the accumulation process in literature?' 
Where.
X t is a vector of endogenous variables. β 1 Is a vector of parameters for the error correction term.
α is a vector of long-run adjustments. Г i the number of cointegrating equations U t vector of error terms X t consists of Broad Money (M2), Gross International Reserves, Shortterm Debts, Exchange rates (GHc/US$), Foreign Direct Investments, Petro prices, and Cocoa prices.
We used Broad Money, and Short-term Debts in the research as measures of policy, whiles Reserves, Exchange rates, Foreign Direct Investments (FDI), Petroleum prices and Cocoa prices are measures for economic conditions. The variables; Foreign Direct Investments (FDI), Petroleum prices and Cocoa prices, which are some of the variables used as proxies for the economic condition of the country, are either more aligned to trade or to investments in the country. These two factors are found to exert significant influence on the country's reserves stock (Government of Ghana, 2014).
The hypotheses below were therefore formulated to test whether Ghana's reserves stock are in line with any empirical benchmarks, and also to examine the strategy of reserves accumulation by the central bank of Ghana.
H1. Short-run changes in foreign exchange reserves of the central bank is equal to 20% of the money supply (M2)
'b' is the short-run beta coefficients of money supply in the reserve model and ij give the position with respect to elements i and j, respectively.
H2. Short-run changes in foreign exchange reserves of the central bank is equal to the changes in short-term debts
'b' is the short-run beta coefficients of short-term debts in the reserve model and ij give the position with respect to elements i and j, respectively.
H3. The impulse responses of the central bank of Ghana's reserves adjust properly in line with the predictions of empirical findings in research.
H4. Exchange Rate depreciation contributes to increase Reserves buildup of the Central Bank of Ghana.
The use of the vector regression models in this sort of analyses will help to discover the dynamics and impulse responses of the reserves stocks to shocks in the metric variables. This will help in explaining whether the reserve level is as a result of a policy change or it is just an endogenous response to changes in the economy.
The data
The data for the research is a monthly time series data taken from the Central Bank of Ghana database and from the World Bank database from 1990 to 2017. We collected data on gross reserves, foreign direct investments, petroleum prices, cocoa prices, exchange rates, broad money (M2), and short-term debts.
The Petroleum prices are the world Brent crude oil spot prices in U.S dollars per barrel, and the Cocoa prices are the indicative cocoa prices in U.S dollars per barrel. Note that the commodity prices are in nominal values, and also the exchange rates are the Inter-Bank End Month exchange rates in U.S dollars.
Additionally, we defined M2 as the sum of M1 plus time and savings deposits as well as foreign currency deposits. Note that M1 is the currency held by the public and also the demand deposits with banks. Reserves, on the other hand, are the external assets that are readily available to and controlled by monetary authorities for meeting the balance of payments financing needs. This includes gold, special drawing rights (SDRs), reserve position in the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and other reserve assets.
The Short term debts are the debts with an original maturity of one year or less, whiles Foreign Direct Investments (FDIs) is the net investment inflows which give investors a lasting management interest in an enterprise operating in an economy other than that of the investor.
The choice of these research variables hypothesized to affect the reserves stock of the central bank of Ghana is deeply grounded in theory. Most of the empirical studies, as we have already referenced in the literature, have found significant relationships between the research variables. Lane and Burke (2001) and Bussi ere et al. (2015) have found money supply and short-term debts as essential determinants of the level of reserves held by central banks. Also, foreign capital inflows and the eventual risk of sudden withdrawal of these capitals is another essential factor in determining the amount of international reserves that a central bank should keep (Steiner, 2013) . This particular scenario is especially real in an open economy such as Ghana; where the use of capital control measures to limit external exposures is restricted.
Furthermore, many empirical studies have found growing reserve accumulation to be predominant in economies that are rich in natural resources and are mostly producers of primary raw materials (Pina, 2015; ARA, 2013) . According to IMF Article IV Consultation Report (2017), most of the inflows from the proceeds of primary export commodities such as cocoa, and now petroleum are among the factors that influence the international reserves of Ghana. Therefore, the decision to include these variables in the research is purely theoretical and backed by empirical underpinnings. 
Unit root test
Before testing the empirical model, a test of unit root stationarity on the variables is important in other to determine how the variables enter into the general model.
The general regression form below is used for the standard Unit root test:
At the critical value of 10%, the ADF-test has found all the series to be nonstationary I(1) except for Petroleum prices (See Table 1 and Table 2 ). Based on this conclusion, the variables entered in the empirical model in first difference.
Also, the variable CocoaP has a significant constant value, and all the variables have a significant trend except for M2 and ExRate. We, therefore, impute a constant and a trend in the long-run model.
Johansen cointegration test
We run a cointegration test with the six variables that are I(1). The general regression equation to test cointegration for VAR models is:
X t is a (6 Â 1) vector of I(0) variables.
When the series of the regression X t is I(1), the model is reformulated to include an error correction term (Engle and Granger, 1987; Johansen, 1988) .
As we have already mentioned, for the system in Eq.
(2) to be correctly specified, the residuals from the linear combination of the I(1) variables (αβX t-1 ) must be I(0).
We have run the cointegration test in this paper using both Trace test and the Maximum Eigenvalue test from the Johansen test methodology in Table 3 . These tests showed different test results; that is, the Trace test showed two cointegration equations whiles the Maximum Eigenvalue test showed only one cointegration equation.
The Johansen test rejected the Maximum Eigenvalue test for ðr ¼ 1Þ in Table 3 . This is why the second rank ðr ¼ 2Þ of the cointegration test for the Maximum Eigenvalue test in Table 3 is not shown. We will be continuing this paper with the results of the Trace test statistics.
Remember that none of the nonstationary series I(1) has a significant constant in the unit root table except Cocoa prices. We, therefore, compute the Johansen cointegration test without a constant in the cointegration equation.
The normalized cointegration equations from the unrestricted longrun relationship of the I(1) variables are: CE (1) t ¼ Gross_reserves -9885.471*ExRate þ6.3269*M2 þ 2.2323*CocoaP -1.42E-05*FDI þ7.73E-06*Stdebts -26.1458*@Trend (6) CE (2) t ¼ exrate -0.0003*M2 -0.0004*CocoaP þ1.09E-09*FDI -1.05E-09*Stdebts þ0.0005*@Trend
Table 4a, b shows the restricted cointegration relationship and the significance value of the long-run restrictions. Decision rule: Reject the null hypothesis when p-value is less than or equal to 0.10 (10%) significance level. 
Model estimation
We have conducted a unit root test and also a cointegration test on the series identified to be I(1). We, therefore, set-up a VEC model in Eviews 9.0 using seven variables, an intercept and a trend in the cointegration equations (CE), and no trend in the VAR model. All the models in the VEC have a lag length of eight months. This was done through the estimation of different VAR lags, and selecting the VAR lag that make the residuals free of autocorrelation (Hendry and Juselius, 2001) . No lag length information criterion was specifically used. The output of the VEC is shown in Appendix A.
We also imposed several restrictions on the beta and alpha coefficients of the long-run equations during the estimation period. Note that the long-run equations were normalized to reserves and petroleum prices respectively, whiles we further assumed that exchange rate depreciation leads to positive reserves build-up by the central bank of Ghana (Pina, 2015; Aizenman and Sun, 2012) . Additionally, we also assumed that except for the level of short-term debts and foreign direct investment, all other variables contribute to the long-run response of the normalized reserve equation. What this assumption means, however, is that we can take away short-term debts and foreign direct investments from the long-run relationships of the normalized reserve equation. This long-run restriction is as an alternative test for the Greenspan-Guidotti rule.
Furthermore, we used commodity prices (i.e., petroleum prices and cocoa prices) in the model as weakly exogenous variables. This was tantamount to assuming that changes in commodity prices were not affected by the adjustments in the long-run model and that all the adjustments are made by the other variables in the model (see Table 4a for the test of these long-run assumptions).
Lastly, some hypotheses testing and restrictions on the short-run coefficients of some selected variables were estimated and displayed in Table 4b .
The Appendix A shows the output of the vector error correction model (VECM), and Table 5 shows the model's residual diagnosis test. Table 6 also shows the results of the Wald-test joint test of significance of the short-run coefficients together with the confidence intervals of the point estimates of the reserve model. Figure 8 also shows the parameter stability test of the reserve model using CUSUM test Recursive Estimates. This shows the consistency of the results and estimates of the reserve model.
Impulse response
Short-term movements in the policy variables (that is, M2 and Shortterm Debt) jointly impact the amount of reserves, however in different ways. Whereas a positive shock to the M2 policy variable leads to an upward adjustment in reserves in Figure 9 , a positive shock to Short-term debt causes a downward adjustment to the stock of reserves as seen in Figure 10 . Note that Whiles the former is expected, the latter is inconsistent with the literature on Foreign Exchange reserve accumulation. These short-term impacts of the money supply and short-term debts on the central bank's reserves growth were found to be statistically significant and within the confidence bands in Table 6 .
Also, Short-run appreciations in exchange rates (positive shock to the value of the cedi) impacts positively on reserve accumulation, and the effect begins to deter off after three months. Figure 11 shows the impulse response of the reserves to positive shocks in the exchange rates. Again, this response was statistically significant in the output of the Wald test in Table 6 .
Additionally, short-run shocks to FDIs lead to a positive impact on reserves for the first three months in Figure 12 . This result is consistent with the use of reserves as a buffer against external shocks and capital flight.
Furthermore, the positive response of reserves to shocks in trade variables such as Petroleum prices and Cocoa prices in Figure 13 and Figure 14 were found to be statistically insignificant on the short-run movements of the central bank's foreign exchange reserves. There is however the possibility that these results are because of the use of unit (500) prices instead of total revenue from the production of these two commodities.
Variance decomposition
Besides own shocks, government short-term debts and exchange rates respectively lead in explaining the variations in government reserves within the first three months of positive shocks to economic variables. Given the fact that Ghana's short-term debts are mostly from external borrowings and also that the exchange rate is more influenced by external pressures, we; therefore, conclude that the variations in the reserve stock of Ghana's central bank are explained mostly by external forces and pressures in the short-run.
However, in the long-run (i.e., periods from six months onwards) the impact of short-term debts, money supply, exchange rates and petroleum prices become the essential factors in explaining the variations in the reserves, though the significance of money supply and exchange rates respectively and to be precise become the more dominant by the passage of time. This evidence shows that the long-run variations in the reserves of the central bank of Ghana are due mostly to developments in the financial sector and partly due to external pressures or forces. Also, the growing influence of money supply and the exchange rates in explaining the changes in reserves point further to the central bank's preference to adapting the reserves stock to the growths in the financial sector and the perceived directional movements of the exchange rates.
Using the central bank's reserves to support and stabilize the financial sector is the duty of most central banks. In recent times, the central bank of Ghana has roll-out the Emergency Liquidity Assistance program (ELA). The objective of this program was to inject liquidity into the banking sector and position the banks to be able to fulfill their core mandate of extending private sector credit to strategic sectors of the economy. However, the failure of the ELA program has led to excess liquidity in the financial sector and has created risk in the balance sheet of the central bank (Article iv Article IV Consultation Report, 2017). Also, in the recent Bank sector Article IV Consultation Report (2017), stabilizing the financial sector has become a significant policy issue and similar calls from the IMF in the article iv Article IV Consultation Report (2017) is emphasized. This according to the IMF is needed for the effective transmission of Ghana's policy variables through the banking system (Article iv Article IV Consultation Report, 2017). Table 7 shows the explanatory power of economic and policy variables in the variations of the Central Bank's reserves over specify time ranges. It also gives recommendations for the specification of a forecasting model. The analysis in the table suggests that a univariate ARIMA model should be used to forecast foreign exchange reserves for periods within three months, and a reduced-form VAR model containing money supply, exchange rates, short-term terms and petroleum prices for periods beyond three months.
Conclusion
The research rejected the short-run matching of the reserves stock of the central bank of Ghana to the theoretical standard metrics of 20% of broad money and 100% of short-term debts.
Also, the impulse response functions showed mixed results of the adjustments in reserves of the central bank of Ghana to the predictions of empirical theories and findings. For example, foreign exchange reserves respond negatively to positive shocks in short-term government debts. This behavior is inconsistent with conventional theories on the relationship between reserves and short-term debts as highlighted in the works of Ben-Bassat et al. (1992) , Prabheesh (2013) and Guidotti and Greenspan (1999) . Ghana being a net borrower and potentially vulnerable to sudden debt retirement by lenders should match the growths in government debts to the reserves build-up. However, the results of the impulse response show the reserves growth is not a planned intervention of the central bank to provide a perpetual cover for short-term debts. According to an IMF report, "whiles reserves build-up in Ghana rests on occasionally large capital inflows, a more transparent and articulately planned intervention strategy is needed to build up reserves in a sustained way" (IMF Article IV Consultation Report, 2017). This situation is likely to increase sovereign risk and make future borrowing much more difficult or expensive. Also, Alfaro and Kanczuk (2009 ), Durdu et al. (2009 ) and Bianchi et al. (2014 argued for the use of reserves as a buffer to protect and smooth domestic trade and prices. Our long-run hypotheses test has confirmed a long-run co-movement of the primary export commodity prices and reserves growth by the central bank. This result is however not supported in the short-run. This short-run outcome, however, could be as a result of the use of unit prices in the model instead of total revenue from these commodities. We, therefore, recommend further research on trade analysis using total revenues from the commodities. There are however some impulse responses that we found to be consistent with some empirical findings in research. For instance, the stock of reserves responds positively to foreign direct investments in the first three months of a shock. This impulse response is desired especially given the growing increase of foreign investments in Ghana primarily due to the expansive operations of the Ghana Investment Promotion Centre and the discovery of oil in commercial quantities. The need for this trend to continue perpetually is significant as a buffer for sudden withdrawals of this foreign capital. Steiner (2013) asserts that reserves accumulation by some nations could be an alternative for capital control measures, and the positive response of reserves plus the significant impact it has on foreign capital could suggest an attempt at a similar strategy by the central bank of Ghana. Another promising trend in the reserve build-up is the efforts by the central bank to match the growths in reserves to the growths in the money supply. Though the test of the short-run changes in reserves to the standard metric of 20% of the money supply has failed, the test of money supply contributing to the long-run adjustments in reserves was successful. Additionally, the reserves were also found to respond significantly and in the right direction to the short-run changes in the money supply. This fully-fledged matching of the reserves, defined as having both long-run and short-run relationship with the money supply function, is an all-out strategy by the central bank to match the reserves build-up with the growths in the financial sector.
Lastly, the test of exchange rate depreciation on positive reserves build-up of the central bank was successful by the long-run test of restrictions. This conclusion is therefore in agreement with the assertion in Pina (2015) and Aizenman and Sun (2012) that some central banks may rely on the depreciation of their currencies for reserves build-up. However, the Wald-test rejected the short-run relationship of the exchange rates on reserves stock. In the model of Pina (2015) , the central bank accumulates international reserves resorting to inflation. This then leads to the value of the domestic currency decreasing relative to the value of foreign currencies. What the central bank does is to use this accumulated reserves when a crisis hit the economy to finance the financial sector. This is a well-known strategy for maintaining the value of the domestic currency and preventing the rates from collapsing (Dominguez et al., 2012) .
In explaining the contribution of each type of shock to the forecast error variance of the central bank's reserves, this research concludes that the short-run variations in reserves are explained mostly by external forces, whereas the long-run variations in reserves are explained mostly by developments in the financial sector and partly by external forces. Therefore, an econometric model to explain the variations in reserves for a period beyond three months must specify in the model both the financial sector and external sector variables. 
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